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What the 

is the ICC? 

The ICC is the International Chamber of Commerce, the world’s single largest corporate lobby group with access to G-8 summits of the finance ministers, a special position at the United Nations, and well-paid professional lobbyists, academics, and legal experts to make the case for their agenda. 

Their agenda is to Push Trade and Investment Liberalization  Sell Economic Globalization, Avoid Binding Codes of Conduct for Corporations, and Improve the Corporate Image…
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A set of policies enforced through the WTO and other “Free Trade” Agreements which hand over more and more of national economies to multinational corporations. Some of the ways this is done is by privatizing industries and services formerly managed in the public interest (including water and education), eliminating any kind of tariff or subsidy which protects local industries, “competition policy” which is designed to favor large multinationals over small, local businesses, and investment policies which prioritize corporate rights to do business over any other kind of public concern. 





Economic Globalization is a long-term project organized by corporations in which they have convinced governments and citizens that the interests of corporations are the same as the interests of citizens. As a result, nations have essentially given up national sovereignty (the right of nations to enact regulations on product safety, inspection, workers rights, environmental protection, etc.) and instead just do the bidding of corporations. Anything corporations want is justified as necessary and they are seen as the only possible source of jobs and needed products. This is called the “free market”. 




     might help workers and the environment survive corporate globalization by ensuring minimum standards for working conditions, environmental protection, product safety, and public health. But the ICC and other corporate lobby groups refuse to abide by minimum standards because doing so would cut into the tremendous profits they are making by externalizing their costs in these various areas while continuing to charge consumers thousands of times what workers are paid. 






     The ICC claims that their  meetings in Denver will be devoted to helping developing countries…”spread[ing] the benefits of electronic commerce and biotech advances." —ICC President…But the third world don’t want to have to buy their seed from biotech companies. And corporate trade is not helping… A report by the United Nations found that inequalities between rich and poor within countries, and among countries, are quickly expanding, and that the global trading and finance system is one of the primary causes. Even the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency confirms the UN conclusions, agreeing that globalization brings massive inequalities. The benefits of globalization do not reach the poor, says the CIA. Robert Wade of the London School of Economics, wrote in The Economist, (2001) "Global inequality is worsening rapidly... From 1988 to 1993, the share of the world income going to the poorest 10 percent of the world ’s population fell by over a quarter, whereas the share of the richest 10 percent rose by 8 percent." (see http://www.globalpolicy.org/) 
why is the third world poor? Most 3rd world countries are highly indebted. In 1990, they were paying collectively $110billion/year in interest payments alone. They pay a high percentage of their GNP (Gross National Product: everything produced in a country in a year) just to keep up and most have no hopes of ever being out of debt. In order to pay the debt, countries must export in order to earn foreign exchange (dollars). In order to maximize exports, they are basically liquidating their economies and natural resources. Forests & fish are exported at rates that are causing permanent environmental devastation, extinction, etc. High-value agricultural crops, like snow peas, which require use of land, water, and labor that then is not available for domestic food needs. (Ethiopia exported food every day of the famine. (see www.foodfirst.org )
What is the impact of globalization on the US? “…it is fair to measure NAFTA’s real-life results against its backers’ expansive promises of hundreds of thousands of new, high-paying U.S. jobs…NAFTA has been a failure. Using trade flow data to calculate job loss under NAFTA (incorporating exactly the formula used by NAFTA's backers to predict 200,000 per year NAFTA job creation) yields net job destruction numbers in the hundreds of thousands…over 363,121 U.S. workers [have been] certified as NAFTA casualties under just one narrow government program….most of whom are now unemployed or working at jobs that pay less than the ones they lost.” more at www.citizen.org/trade/nafta/jobs/
 “Free trade is international outsourcing.” 

—Kim Moody, more at www.labornotes.org 

“In the United States, skilled workers are watching as their jobs move overseas…Experienced programmers in India earn $1,200 to $1,500 monthly, compared to $4,000 and up in the United States.”

“Free trade is neither free nor is it really about trade. It is about corporations imposing their agenda on the rest of us.” 

—Bob White, President of Canadian Auto Workers www.caw.ca 

80% of US environmental law is subject to challenge and cancellation under WTO rules. see http://www.earthjustice.org 
Any obstacles in the path of operations and expansion of global business enterprise must be subordinated. In practice these ‘obstacles’ are usually policies or democratic processes that act on behalf of working people, labor rights, environmental protection, human rights, consumer rights, social justice, local culture, and national sovereignty.

What can we                             about it?



Since 1998, first worlders have joined longstanding third world movements to resist corporate globalization. The protests in Seattle in 1999 were a 99% non-violent direct action to shut down the meetings of the World Trade Organization since these meetings were totally undemocratic. Massive protests have also been held to protest the extension of NAFTA to the rest of Latin America as the FTAA (see http://www.stopftaa.org/). In Europe, every meeting of the EU and the G8 is protested by hundreds of thousands of people. (see http://www.protest.net) Here in the US, the protests are much smaller, but still we make a presence at the meetings of private and public organizations which are making policy that affects all of our lives with no democratic input. These organizations include the World Economic Forum and the International Chamber of Commerce, meeting in Denver right NOW.


Please join us for education and protest on Monday 5/6: 

10am-noon: 
Labor/Social Forum featuring workers 
from El Salvador, and the US
Tivoli Student Union, Auraria Campus, Room 640. 

4 pm  Rally & 5 pm March 
starting from 17th  & Welton (just off 16th St Mall. 

